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SIR ERNEST SHACKLETON’S ONLY ANTARCTIC BASE SAVED 
 

The Trust’s Ross Sea Heritage Restoration Project (RSHRP) to save the famed Antarctic explorers’ expedition 

bases has reached a milestone with the completion of the major work at Shackleton’s only Antarctic base in the 

expedition’s centenary year. 
 

 

Cape Royds 
 

Following three Antarctic summers on site 

at Ernest Shackleton‟s base at Cape Royds 

the carpentry works to ensure the building 

is structurally secure and weather-tight are 

complete. Since 2006 teams of professional 

conservators have been working year round 

in Antarctica progressively conserving the 

5,000+ associated artefact collection and 

this summer season the last of the 

conserved collection was returned to the 

site. 
 

With limited conservation work planned 

for the stables and garage remnants over 

the next few years and an ongoing 

maintenance plan in place for both the 

building and artefact collection the project 

is all but complete, fittingly in the 

centenary year of the completion of 

Shackleton‟s British Antarctic Expedition 

(1907-09).  A Capital Maintenance Fund in 

the name of the late Mrs Audrey Dance 

(whose estate was a major benefactor to the 

project) has been established to fund the 

ongoing maintenance. 
 

Our thanks to the international community 

for their support of this portion of the 

RSHRP, in particular the World 

Monuments Fund, The Getty, the New 

Zealand Government, the Garfield Weston 

Foundation and the executors of Mrs 

Dance‟s estate. 

 

Cape Evans 
 

With Ernest Shackleton‟s base secure, our 

international conservation team of 3 

carpenters and 3 conservators is currently 

onsite at Captain Scott‟s iconic last 

expedition base at Cape Evans.  This site 

has been at imminent risk of loss due to 

unprecedented snowfall and build up over 

recent years.   
 

This summer season our team will continue 

work to structurally secure the building and 

weather-proof the building fabric.  Work is 

also planned for the interior of the building 

with the floor being lifted to remove the ice 

build-up which is causing structural damage 

to the building.  The team will also install 

temporary wind deflectors onsite to redirect 

snowfall and prevent the snow and ice 

build-up which has put the building at real 

risk.  Meanwhile, work to conserve the 

8,000+ artefact collection began in 2008.  

Over 1,200 artefacts have already been 

conserved.   

This six year project will see the carpentry 

teams spending the short Antarctic summers 

focused on the site while teams of 

conservators will work year round in 

Antarctica conserving the artefact 

collection.   
 

Fundraising for the NZ$9M project is well 

advanced and a funding challenge is in 

place. 

 

Cape Adare 
 

Norwegian Carsten Borchgrevink‟s 1899 

expedition base at Cape Adare is notable as 

the only example of humans‟ first building 

left on any continent on Earth.  In 2004 the 

Trust published a Conservation Plan for the 

building and artefact collection. With 

funding assistance from the Norwegian 

Government (through the Directorate of 

Cultural Heritage) the Trust has now 

completed an Implementation Plan to give 

effect to the recommendations.  The timing 

of the work will be contingent on securing 

funding. 
 

Royal Visit 
 

It was a privilege to host HRH The British 

Princess Royal at the Trust‟s Christchurch 

office in November for a briefing on the 

RSHRP which HRH launched in 2002.  

While in Christchurch HRH was the guest 

of honour at a dinner to raise funds for the 

Cape Evans project.  
 

Lottery Grants Board (NZ) 
 

The New Zealand Lottery Grants Board‟s 

Environment and Heritage Committee 

approved a major grant in late 2008. 

Eligible for the February Foundation‟s 

matched funding challenge, the 

NZ$600,000 grant will be used to help 

conserve the 8,000+ artefact collection at 

Captain Scott‟s base, Cape Evans.   
 

 
Photo: Sir Ernest Shackleton’s British Antarctic Expedition base (1907 - 09). Cape Royds, 2008 

 

We are grateful for the Committee‟s long 

term support of our work. 
 

New Staff 
 

Staff. We welcome Lizzie Meek as 

Programme Manager – Artefact 

Conservation.  Lizzie is a conservator who 

has recently returned to NZ having spent 

most of 2008 (including winter) in 

Antarctica working on the project.  We also 

welcome Jenny Bradshaw who will be 

assisting in administration. Jenny comes to 

us with a strong background in legal 

administration. 
 

NHM Blog 
 
 

The blog which follows the lives of our 

conservation teams working year round in 

Antarctica is a great read. Hosted by our 

partner Natural History Museum, London, 

the site has had over ½ million visits to 

date (access through our home page). 
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NZ Government 
 

November 2008 saw a change of 

Government in NZ. We wish to 

acknowledge the long-term support of 

former Prime Minister Helen Clark 

and Minister Judith Tizard for their 

support and interest in the Trust‟s work.  
 

New Prime Minister John Key 

travelled to Antarctica in 2007 and we 

look forward to briefing Arts, Culture 

and Heritage Minister Chris Finlayson 

on our work. 
 

Centenary Celebrations 
 

A century ago this month, Sir Ernest 

Shackleton made what is considered one 

of the finest decisions in polar history.   
 

After 2 ½ months of sledging and noting 

in his diary they had reached „latitude 

88° 23‟ south‟, just miles from the 

Geographic South Pole, Shackleton 

made the decision to turn back, ensuring 

the survival of his 3 companions. He 

later remarked to his wife “Better a live 

donkey than a dead lion.”   
 

That same month Professor Edgeworth 

David FRS (49), Douglas Mawson (25) 

and Alistair Mackay (30) were the first to 

reach the Magnetic South Pole.  You 

can read an overview of their journey on 

the Trust‟s homepage. 
 

Matched Funding Challenge 
 

In November 2008, UKAHT, our sister 

trust, held an event at Lancaster House, 

London, for the Cape Evans project. 

Hosted by the UK Minister for Culture, 

Barbara Follett, and attended by the 

Princess Royal, the event was an 

opportunity to publicly acknowledge one 

of the major British donors to NZAHT, 

the February Foundation. The 

Foundation‟s 1:1 matched funding 

challenge means that every dollar or 

pound raised to a total of £1 million will 

be matched.  

If you would like to help the project 

doubly by taking advantage of this 

matched funding challenge, visit our 

website.  

Partnership with 

Canterbury Museum, NZ 
 

With Canterbury Museum holding a 

world class Antarctic collection it is 

fitting we have joined in partnership to 

conserve a collection of artefacts from 

the sites under our care.  Removed in the 

1990s to New Zealand for safekeeping, 

this priceless collection is now housed at 

the Museum where two of the Trust‟s 

conservators have been working since 

September in the conservation 

laboratory. The collection includes 

reindeer sleeping bags, pony masks and 

tents.  Work is expected to be completed 

in 2010.  We acknowledge the support of 

the Canterbury Community Trust 

whose grant has made this possible.  

Fundraising News 
 

Australasian clothing company 

Hallensteins’ „Scott Base‟ range of 

clothing continues to be very successful 

with a donation from sales coming to the 

Trust.  Christchurch International 

Airport Ltd (as NZ‟s air gateway to 

Antarctica) continues to support our 

work through an annual sponsorship. 

Thank you to Singapore Airlines. As 

Official Airline to the Trust, the 

company recently assisted with flights 

from New Zealand to London.  

Appreciation is extended to gaming 

trusts Southern Trust (NZ) which has 

contributed a major grant towards our 

work and the Lion Foundation (NZ) 

who financially assisted with the recent 

fit-out of the Trust‟s offices.  Thank you 

to the New Zealand Ministry of 

Foreign Affairs and Trade which 

continued its tradition of making an 

annual subvention towards the 

conservation work in Antarctica.  

Australian based Croydon Travel 

recently held a charity auction onboard 

their New Year‟s Eve overflight of 

Antarctica in support of our work. 

www.antarcticaflights.com.au 

Thank you to Community Post (part of 

NZ Post), who has provided pre-paid 

postage envelopes. In collaboration with 

the Trust, NZ Post has recently released 

a Presentation stamp pack to celebrate a 

number of centenaries relating to Sir 

Ernest Shackleton‟s 1907 - 09 Antarctic 

expedition.  Appreciation is extended to 

the students and teachers of Taupo 

Intermediate (NZ) who recently made 

two donations towards our work at Cape 

Evans.  Following a trip south as an 

Antarctic Arts Fellow Artist Clare Plug 

(NZ) has made a donation from the sale 

of a piece of her artwork. 
 

Other News 
Log on to our homepage and check 

out a great YouTube clip by Mary 

Lynn Price about our team working at 

Cape Royds. 
 

It has been a busy season for operators 

visiting the Ross Sea Region with five 

operators scheduled to visit the historic 

sites. Our thanks to the operators, many 

of which hold charity auctions onboard.  

Thanks to: Quark Expeditions, Orion 

Expedition Cruises, Aurora 

Expeditions, Hapag-Lloyd and 

Heritage Expeditions. 
 

In collaboration with the Canterbury 

Museum, we recently arranged a public 

lecture by Sir Ernest Shackleton‟s grand-

daughter, the Hon Alexandra 

Shackleton. During the lecture 

Alexandra spoke about her visit to her 

grandfather‟s base at Cape Royds.   
 

Congratulations to Professor Roberta 

Farrell on becoming a member of the 

NZ Companions of the Order. 

Roberta has a long association with the 

Trust through her research into a micro-

organism so unique, it has only been 

found at the bases under our care. You 

can read more about the research via our 

website (education section).  

Congratulations to polar historian David 

Harrowfield, the Trust‟s historic advisor, 

whose long association with Antarctica 

has been recognised through the award of 

the degree of Doctor of Science by the 

University of Canterbury. 
 

Robert Headland has recently published 

„A Chronology of Antarctic Exploration‟. 

With close to 5,000 entries from 700BC 

to 2008 this publication is comprehensive 

to say the least.  For further information 

contact the publisher:  

www.quaritch.com 
 

We recently held a special Antarctic 

festival screening of „Scott of the 

Antarctic’, the classic 1948 drama 

(featuring Sir John Mills), based on 

Captain Scott‟s 1911 race for the South 

Pole.  A special thank you to the 

Christchurch City Council and 

Warners Hotel. 
 

Acknowledgements 
 

We continue to enjoy great support from 

a number of individuals and businesses.  

Our thanks to the following: Lady 

Adrienne Stewart (NZ) for her recent 

fundraising efforts in support of our 

work; Rob, Vanessa, Matt and Ingrid 

of Coats Design (NZ) who undertook 
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Designplus Interiors (NZ), who did a 

brilliant job of redesigning our offices; 
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Welcome 
We welcome the following new Antarctic 

Explorers and thank all those members 

who have renewed for 2008/09.  With the 

NZ Government and selected sponsors 

covering our admin your donations go 

directly to the project.  If you would like 

to join and receive regular updates on our 

work please make contact 

(info@nzaht.org) Antarctic Explorers: 

Leanne Arker (NZ), Simon Courtenay 

(NZ), Glen Mason (USA), Sandra Pope 

(NZ), David Stewart and Lourdes Uriate 

Lozada (NZ). Silver Explorers: 

Geoffrey Laurence (NZ). Gold 

Explorers: John Begg (Australia), 

Fabiola Gilardini (Switzerland) and Ajit 

Shah (NZ). 
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