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MAJOR CONSERVATION WORK AT CAPE EVANS 
 

With the continued strong support of the international community, the Antarctic Heritage Trust’s Ross Sea 

Heritage Restoration Project to save the legacy associated with some of the greatest stories of world exploration 

continues to make great progress.  With Sir Ernest Shackleton’s base secured, our international team of 

conservation experts are using both traditional techniques and modern technology to save the iconic base from 

which Captain Scott set out on his last expedition to the South Pole.  
 

Cape Evans 
 

For nearly a century, Captain Scott’s base 

at Cape Evans has withstood some of the 

most extreme weather in the world. In 

recent years unprecedented environmental 

conditions, coupled with tonnes of snow 

and ice, have put this iconic building and 

the artefact collection at real risk of loss. 

The multi-year conservation programme 

began in 2008 and following the success of 

this summer’s programme the Trust is 

confident a turning point in the building’s 

long term survival has been reached.  As 

part of the work programme the 

conservation team removed an estimated 

1,000 cubic metres of snow before using 

scoria (volcanic rock naturally found 

around the site) to enhance melting the 

exposed 1½ metre layer of ice which was 

causing structural damage to the building.  

The team then completed the weather-

proofing of the southern, eastern and 

northern walls before installing vortex 

generators, which are permitted to remain 

on site until the completion of the project. 

Developed using US technology (and 

funded by The Getty Foundation) the 

generators work by altering the local wind 

patterns and aim to minimise snow build up 

around the site. To our knowledge, this 

technology has never been used in the 

context of buildings before. 

In another major development, the team 

lifted the centre third of the floor to expose 

the wooden sub floor and accumulated ice 

which was causing both structural damage 

and temperature and humidity issues within 

the building. An estimated 50 cubic metres 

of ice was melted before the flooring and 

lino was re-laid to its original configuration. 

Work to secure the building will continue 

this Antarctic summer.  Meanwhile, the 

programme to conserve the 8,000+ artefact 

collection associated with the site is also 

progressing well with over 2,100 artefacts 

already conserved.  Teams of conservators 

have been working year round conserving 

the collection in Antarctica since 2008 and 

we currently have a team of four 

conservators from the United Kingdom, 

New Zealand, Canada and Taiwan wintering 

over at Scott Base. 
 

Cape Royds 
 

As reported in the January newsletter, the 

carpentry work programme to structurally 

secure and weather-proof the base 

associated with Sir Ernest Shackleton’s 

1907 – 09 expedition is now complete with 

minor works planned for the stables and 

garage area over the next three seasons. 

The scheduled conservation of the 5,000+ 

artefact collection is also essentially 

complete with the majority of the conserved 

collection returned to the site. 

Regular ongoing inspection and 

maintenance to the building and artefact 

collection will occur annually and will be 

funded through the Capital Maintenance 

Fund set up for the site in the name of Mrs 

Audrey Dance.  Mrs Dance’s estate was a 

major benefactor to this portion of the 

RSHRP. 

Cape Adare 
Emergency repairs were undertaken on the 

building associated with the 1899 

Norwegian led expedition at Cape Adare 

this summer season.  Notable as the first 

building on the Continent, the repairs had to 

be made as a result of storm damage to the 

cable tie downs which anchor the building. 

Thanks to Greg Mortimer’s Aurora 

Expeditions team for undertaking the work. 

As reported previously, a Conservation Plan 

and Implementation Plan for the building 

and artefact collection are now complete. 

The Reserve Collection 
The partnership with Canterbury Museum 

(NZ) to conserve a precious collection of 

artefacts under our care is progressing well. 

Removed from the historic sites in the 

1990’s for safekeeping, this collection is 

now housed at the Museum.  Two of the 

Trust’s conservators recently spent six 

months working on the collection, before 

deploying to Antarctica to continue work on 

the project. 
 

 

 

Over 380 artefacts from the collection 

(which includes pony masks, a reindeer 

sleeping bag and items of clothing) have 

already been conserved.  Work is expected 

to be completed in 2010. We acknowledge 

the support of The Canterbury 

Community Trust (NZ) whose grant has 

made this possible. 
 

Matched Funding Challenge 
The February Foundation’s 1 for 1 matched 

funding challenge is proving to be a great 

boost in our campaign to save Captain 

Scott’s base at Cape Evans.  The appeal has 

proceeded extremely well to date. The 

challenge means every dollar raised to a 

total of GBP£1 million will be matched. 
 

Photo: Captain Scottôs base, Cape Evans 

following the installation of the first phase of 

snow and ice mitigation measures. 
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If you would like to financially assist 

with our work and take advantage of this 

matched funding challenge, visit our 

website.  

If you live in the UK please contact our 

sister trust UKAHT as your donation 

may also be eligible for Gift Aid. 
 

Ice Blog 
 

The blog which follows the lives of our 

conservation teams working year round 

in Antarctica continues to be a great 

success. 

Hosted by our partner Natural History 

Museum, London, the site has had over 

½ million visits to date (access through 

our home page). 
 

Fundraising News 
 

The New Zealand Government 

continues its long-term support of our 

work through its announcement of 

ongoing baseline funding of our core 

operations.  As a result of the 

Government and selected sponsors 

continuing to cover operating costs, all 

funds raised will continue to go directly 

to the project. 

Our sister trust UKAHT continues to 

make good progress in raising funds 

towards the campaign to save Captain 

Scott’s base. 

We welcome the ongoing support of 

Singapore Airlines which continues its 

association as Official Airline to the 

Trust.   

Richard Gilder and his daughter, Ginny 

Gilder, (who travelled to Antarctica in 

2003 as guests of the Trust and 

Antarctica New Zealand) recently made 

a substantial donation towards our work 

at Cape Evans (through World 

Monuments Fund). This is Mr Gilder's 

second substantial contribution towards 

our conservation project. 

Australasian clothing company 

Hallensteins' ‘Scott Base’ range of 

clothing continues to be very successful 

with a donation from every sale coming 

to the Trust. 

It’s been a busy summer season for the 

tour operators in the Ross Sea Region 

of Antarctica. While not all reached the 

historic huts due to sea ice conditions 

many still held charity auctions onboard.   

Thank you to CEO Pat Shaw and Erica 

 

and Lars Wikander of Quark 

Expeditions. Particular thanks to 

Quark’s staff and senior historian Bob 

Headland who is renowned for making 

the auctions the success they are. Thanks 

to Don and Margie McIntyre, Sarina 

Bratton and the team at Orion 

Expeditions and Greg Mortimer, Lisa 

Bolton and the Aurora Expeditions 

team who also held auctions onboard.  

Appreciation is extended to Rodney 

Russ and the Heritage Expeditions 

team and Ulrike Schultzen of Hapag-

Lloyd who made a corporate donation 

towards the Scott Cape Evans appeal. 
 

Events 
We recently held a film evening in front 

of a packed audience in Dunedin (NZ). 

Co-hosted by Otago Museum, it was a 

great night.  Our thanks to guest speaker 

Grahame Sydney who recently 

published White Silence (a collection of 

photographs captured on his recent visits 

to Antarctica).  We also took the 

opportunity to acknowledge one of our 

major Otago based sponsors: Southern 

Trust.  Thanks to all our sponsors on the 

night: Cadburys, Fonterra’s Mainland 

Cheese (both original suppliers to 

Captain Scott), Tesco and Typhoo Tea 

(who have recreated the original blend of 

tea drunk by Scott and his men) and 

Hallensteins.  All proceeds from the 

night come to the Scott Cape Evans 

appeal. 

London publishers John Murray (who 

published the journals from Captain 

Scott’s final expedition) recently hosted 

a reception to profile the plight of the 

base at Cape Evans. Organised by our 

sister trust UKAHT, our appreciation is 

extended to all involved, particularly Mr 

John Murray and guest speaker 

Michael Palin. 

Other News 
 

Congratulations to Trustee Neville 

Jordan who recently received an 

honorary Doctor of Engineering degree 

from the University of Canterbury. Jane 

Ussher, one of New Zealand’s most 

respected photographers, travelled to 

Cape Evans this year where she captured 

a wealth of digital images.  We will be 

working with Jane to ensure her imagery 

reaches a wide international audience. 

 

Our Project Architect Pip Cheshire, has 

linked up with architectural draftsman 

Jared Seymour who will be producing a 

3D computer model of Captain Scott's 

base at Cape Evans. This initiative is part 

of the NZ’s Yes Ability Achievement 

Centre's aim to mentor young people 

with disabilities. A short video is 

accessible via our homepage. 

British author Robert Ryan has recreated 

Captain Scott’s last expedition in his 

recently published ‘Death on the Ice’.  

Focused on expedition member Lawrence 

‘Titus’ Oates it’s a historical novel and 

makes for a great read.  
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Welcome 
 

We welcome the following new Antarctic 

Explorers and thank all those members 

who have renewed for 2008/09. 

Antarctic Explorers: Dr Phil Brinded 

(NZ), Barbara Boyle (USA), Albert 

Brandi (USA), Kirsten Haydon (Aus). 

Gold Explorers: Rodney Walshe (NZ), 

Chris and Joan Ciastkowski (Aus).  

Membership renewals for 2009/10 will be 

with you shortly. With the NZ 

Government and selected sponsors 

covering our admin your donations go 

directly to the project.   

If you would like to join and receive 

regular updates please make contact 

(info@nzaht.org). 
 

Log on to our homepage and check out 

links through to conservation updates, 

recently published articles, virtual 

tours of the huts and YouTube clips. 
 

Photos: Before and after treatment images of 

an artefact conserved by our conservation 

team (from Sir Ernest Shackleton’s 1907-09 

expedition). 
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